a NEWS from the 
acknews Bice 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 


IN THIS ISSUE: 


Office of Information 
and Public Affairs 


Week of June 12, 1989 


THE UNEMPLOYMFNT SITUATION: MAY 1989 


BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS RELEASFS 
1988 DEMOGRAPHIC DATA FOR STATFS AND ARFAS 


FILLERS FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 








Week of June 12, 1989 


THE EMPLOYMENT SITUATION: MAY 1989 


WASHINGTON--Unemployment for blacks showed little change in 
May, the Labor Department's Bureau of Labor Statistics reports. 
The black civilian unemployment rate was 11 percent, compared 
with 10.8 percent in April and 12.1 percent in May of 1988. 


For black men, May unemployment was at 9.4 percent, compared 
to 10 percent in April and 10.4 percent in May of 1988. For 
white males, the May unemployment rate was 3.6 percent. 


Black women had a May unemployment rate of 9.5 percent, 
compared to 8.8 percent in April and 10.6 percent in May of 1988. 
By comparison, white women had a May 1989 unemployment rate of 
4.1 percent. 


Black teens showed the highest levels of unemployment, at 
36.9 percent for men and 28.4 percent for women. This compares 
to white teen unemployment rates of 14.8 percent for men and 11.2 
percent for women. 


In general, unemployment rates showed little change in May. 
The overall unemployment rate was 5.1 percent and the civilian 
worker rate was 5.2 percent. This compares with 5.2 and 5.3 
percent, respectively, in the previous month. 


Nonagricultural payroll employment--as measured by the 
survey of business establishments--edged up by 100,000 in May, 
after seasonal adjustment, and total civilian employment-~-as 
measured by the household survey--showed little growth. Results 
from both surveys indicate that the pace of employment growth has 
moderate in recent months. 


Unemployment (Household Survey Data) 


Both the number of unemployed persons and the civilian 
worker unemployment rate were little changed in May, after 
seasonal adjustment. A total of 6.4 million persons were 
unemployed; the civilian worker jobless rate was 5.2 percent. 
Both figures are somewhat below those of a year earlier. 


-more~- 
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Jobless rates for adult women (4.8 percent), teenagers (15.2 
percent), blacks (11.0 percent), whites (4.4 percent), and 
Hispanics (7.9 percent) all held about steady from April to May. 
An exception to this pattern was a three-tenths of a percentage 
point decrease in the jobless rate for adult men to 4.3 percent; 
this followed an increase of a similar magnitude in April. 


Average (mean) duration of unemployment, at 11.8 weeks, 
declined nearly a full week over the month, as the number of very 
long-term unemployed--those who are jobless for 6 months or more 
--declined by 125,000. Median duration, at 5.3 weeks, was about 
unchanged. 


The number of persons working part time for economic reasons-- 


often referred to as the partially unemployed--decreased by about 
300,000 in May duration, at 5.3 weeks, was about unchanged. 


Civilian Employment and the Labor Force (Household Survey Data) 


Civilian employment was little changed over the month at a 
seasonally adjusted level of 117.2 million. The employment- 
population ratio--the proportion of the population that is 
employed--maintained its record high 63.0 percent for the third 


consecutive month. 








HOUSEHOLD DATA 


Employment status of the civilian population by race, sex, age, and Hispanic origin 
dumbers in thousands) 


Not seasonally adjusted 
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HOUSEHOLD DATA 
Employment status of the civillen poputation for sieven lerge States 
(Numbers in thousands) 


State and employment status 








HOUSEHOLD DATA 
Employment status of the civilien population for eleven lerge States—Continued 
(Numbers in thousands) 


' These are the official Bureau of Labor Statistics’ estimates used in the identical numbers appear in the unadjusted and the seasonally adjusted 
administration of Federal fund allocation programs. colurnns. ° 
? The population figures are not adjusted for seasonal variation, therefore, ¢ : —_ 
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BLS RELEASES 1988 DEMOGRAPHIC DATA 
FOR STATES AND AREAS 


'”~ “WASHINGTON -- There are wide differences among states in the 
proportion of teenagers (16-19 years) in the labor force, the 
U.S. Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor Statistics reports in 
an annual databook, "Geographic Profile of Employment and 
Unemployment, 1988." Two states reported teenage labor force 
participation rates greater than 70 percent (Minnesota with 72.7 
percent and Wisconsin with 71.5 percent), while two others showed 


rates below 40 percent (Mississippi, 38.4 percent and West 
Virginia, 37.4 percent). 


Other state differences gleaned from the databook: 


--Unemployment rates for persons who last worked in executive, 
administrative, or managerial jobs ranged from 4.7 percent in Alaska to 0.3 
percent in New Hampshire. Those with past employment in transportation and 
material moving occupations experienced unemployment rates as high as 14.8 
percent (New Mexico) and as low as 2.1 percent (South Carolina). 


--The number of hours women worked per week ranged from 38.7 in the 
District of Columbia to 32.4 in North Dakota. The average workweek for men 
varied from a high of 45.9 hours in South Dakota to 41.1 in Hawaii. 


The databook presents regional, state, and metropolitan area estimates 
of the civilian labor force, employment, and unemployment by age, sex, 
race, Hispanic origin, marital status, occupation and industry. All 
estimates are annual averages derived from the Current Population Survey, 4 


sample survey of some 56,000 households conducted monthly for BLS by the 
Bureau of the Census. 


Geographic Profile of Employment and Unemployment, 1988, BLS Bulletin 
2327 (Stock No. 029-001-02997-7), is available from the Superintendent of 
Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, DC 20402, for 
$11.00. Make checks payable to the Superintendent of Documents. 
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FILLERS FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 


Secretary of Labor Elizabeth Dole has proposed a major new 
regulation to protect an estimated 5.3 million workers against 


the AIDS and hepatitis B viruses and other bloodborne pathogens. 
The proposal was made on May 23, 1989. 


## #: 


About 5.3 million workers would-be protected under a major 
new standard proposed by the U.S. Labor Department's Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration (OSHA). Workers who would be 
protected under the proposal include 4.7 million in health care 
facilities, and another 600,000 who work in law enforcement, fire 
and rescue, correctional facilities, research laboratories, blood 
banks, and the funeral industry. 


The proposed standard to protect workers against the AIDS 
and hepatitis B viruses and other bloodborne pathogens is the 
first such action against biological hazards by the U.S. Labor 
Department's Occupational Safety and Health Administration. 
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